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“THEY ARE RAVENING WOLVES”
Tommy Hicks

INTRODUCTION1

Jesus warned: “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in
sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves” (Mt. 7:15).
Taken from that verse, “They Are Ravening Wolves” is the theme for
the 14th Annual Lubbock Lectureship.

Cognizant of the heyday all the wolves are having, reeking
unrestrained and pandemic havoc in the Lord’s church today, one might
be tempted to think that this lectureship’s theme is one whose time has
come. However, the Bible’s warnings regarding false prophets/teachers
and their false doctrines—subjects covered in this lectureship—are ever
timely. They were necessary and relevant when first given 2,000 years
ago, they are urgently needed today, and they will be apropos a
thousand years from now (if God permits time to continue). Tragically,
now, as it appears to have been the case for the two millennia since
Jesus uttered the words found in Matthew 7:15, few—very few—pay
any attention to the alarms God has set forth throughout the New
Testament. Brethren, I want to assure you, “church wolves” have not
become extinct. To the contrary, not only are they now rabidly running
in enormous packs, they are fearlessly and openly seeking their prey in
the light of day. Like Little Red Riding Hood, most members of the
church in this day and age cannot tell the difference between a big, bad
“church wolf” and their grandmother.

YOU JUST CANNOT WARN MOST PEOPLE

J.D. Tant, who lived from 1861 to 1941, was one of the most
traveled evangelists of his time, one who certainly knew what was
going on in the church. Knowing that the church was deviating from
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the course charted for her in God’s Word, and knowing Hebrews
2:1—“Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things
that were heard, lest haply we drift away from them” (ASV, emphasis
added)—Tant ended many of his Gospel Advocate and Firm Founda-
tion articles with the dire observation: “Don’t forget, brethren, we are
drifting.” Obviously, few heeded the warnings of Tant and other sound
Gospel preachers because through the 40s, 50s, 60s, up to the present,
many more brethren have been caught up in the current of error which
is ever increasing in its swiftness. Huffing and puffing “every wind of
doctrine” (Eph. 4:14), “church wolves” have shipwrecked (1Tim. 1:19)
the faith of many individuals and congregations. With the increase of
error, why are so few warnings being heard today?

Typically, among other things, those who attempt to sound the
Scriptures’ siren alerting brethren to the dangers posed by false teachers
and false doctrines are considered to be alarmists, Bible-bullies,
narrow-minded, textual-tyrants, troublemakers, witch-hunters, and
(gasp) unloving. Such descriptions may be fitting for the small number
of pontificating demagogic brethren among us, but we must not allow
labeling of that sort to intimidate us. Those who speak the truth
exposing error are not the ones who “troubleth Israel” (1 Kgs. 18:17-
18).

Being faithful to God, we must preach and teach “all the counsel
of God” (Acts 20:27)—including the warnings found in God’s Word
having to do with false teachers and false doctrines. Spiritually weak,
Scripturally ignorant and/or indifferent brethren can judgmentally view
those who do so as “bad preachers” and “bad teachers,” but of those
same preachers, Paul says: “If thou put the brethren in remembrance of
these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished
up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast
attained” (1 Tim. 4:6, emphasis added). Again, why are so few
warnings being heard today?

EVERY NEW TESTAMENT BOOK HAS THEM

How is it that brethren can hear sermon-after-sermon, week-after-
week for decades and be completely oblivious to their God-given
responsibilities regarding false teachers and false doctrines? How is it
that the vast majority of our older brethren can faithfully attend Bible
classes for most of their lives, Bible classes where virtually all of the
New Testament’s twenty-seven books were studied, most of them
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verse-by-verse, and yet be “unversed” when it comes to their God-
given responsibilities regarding false teachers and false doctrines? Have
the preachers and teachers failed to preach and teach “all the counsel of
God”? Ask yourself the question: “When was the last time I heard a
sermon dealing with the false teachers and/or the false doctrines so
apparent, plentiful and widespread among us?” Again, ask yourself:
“Can I remember a time in a Bible class when real emphasis was given
to the Bible’s warnings about false teachers and false doctrines?” The
answers to those questions might well explain why the church is in the
mess it is in.

Elders, preachers and Bible class teachers have no excuse for their
failure to deal with these important matters. Literally every book in the
New Testament warns against false teachers and/or false doctrines. A
brief survey of the New Testament books proves this. Consider:

And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many ...
For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall
shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible,
they shall deceive the very elect (Mt. 24:11, 24).

And he charged them, saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven
of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod (Mk. 8:15).

Beware of the scribes, which desire to walk in long robes, and
love greetings in the markets, and the highest seats in the
synagogues, and the chief rooms at feasts; Which devour
widows' houses, and for a shew make long prayers: the same
shall receive greater damnation (Lk. 20:46-47).

If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated
you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but
because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the
world, therefore the world hateth you (Jn. 15:18-19).

I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter
in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves
shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples
after them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of
three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with
tears (Acts 20:29-31).

Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions
and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and
avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus
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Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches
deceive the hearts of the simple (Rom. 16:17-18).

I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I
warn you (1 Cor. 4:14).

But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve
through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the
simplicity that is in Christ. For if he that cometh preacheth
another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive
another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel,
which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him (2 Cor.
11:3-4).

I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you
into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not
another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert
the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so
say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you
than that ye have received, let him be accursed (Gal. 1:6-9).

That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men,
and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive (Eph.
4:14).

I am set for the defence of the gospel ... Beware of dogs, beware
of evil workers, beware of the concision (Phil. 1:17; 3:2).

Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain
deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the
world, and not after Christ (Col. 2:8).

Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly
(1 Thess. 5:14).

For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now
letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. And then shall
that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the
spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his
coming: Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan
with all power and signs and lying wonders, And with all
deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because
they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved
(2 Thess. 2:7-10).
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Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some
shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and
doctrines of devils (1 Tim. 4:1).

Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after
their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having
itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth,
and shall be turned unto fables (2 Tim. 4:2-4).

For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers,
specially they of the circumcision: Whose mouths must be
stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they
ought not, for filthy lucre's sake (Tit. 1:10-11).

Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines (Heb.
13:9).

From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they
not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members? Ye lust,
and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye
fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and
receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon
your lusts. Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the
friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore
will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. Do ye think
that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us
lusteth to envy? But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith,
God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you (Jas. 4:1-7).

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to
give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope
that is in you with meekness and fear ... If any man speak, let
him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do
it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may
be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and
dominion for ever and ever (1 Pet. 3:15; 4:11).

But there were false prophets also among the people, even as
there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring
in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them,
and bring upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall
follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of
truth shall be evil spoken of (2 Pet. 2:1-2).
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Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they
are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the
world (1 Jn. 4:1).

For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an
antichrist. Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things
which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.
Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he
hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you,
and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house,
neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed
is partaker of his evil deeds (2 Jn. 7-11).

I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the
preeminence among them, receiveth us not. Wherefore, if I
come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against
us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth
he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would,
and casteth them out of the church (3 Jn. 9-10).

Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the
common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and
exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which
was once delivered unto the saints. For there are certain men
crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this
condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into
lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord
Jesus Christ (Ju. 3-4).

But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there
them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast
a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things
sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. So hast thou
also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing
I hate. Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will
fight against them with the sword of my mouth (Rev. 2:14-16).

Those passages are but a mere sampling, barely touching the hem of the
garment, of what can be found in God’s Word which set forth His will
pertaining to “church beasts” who savage His flock with their
“damnable heresies” (2 Pet. 2:1). Some New Testament books contain
multiple and/or extensive warnings. Can anyone say with a straight face
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that none of those Bible passages are applicable in Lubbock, Texas—in
all of Texas and throughout the nation? Yes, indeed they are applicable
today, but the problem is that when such passages are mentioned from
the pulpit or in the classroom the proper applications are not being
made. This is undeniably true and it is so in spite of the fact that there
is a crying need for those applications to be made. Paul would “warn
every one night and day with tears” for three years (Acts 20:31), but
today, when it comes to the Bible’s warnings and their modern-day
applications, the percipient-pretending pulpiteers are peepless. Why is
this so? Why are elders, preachers and teachers not giving great
emphasis sounding forth the Bible’s warnings which have to do with
false teachers and false doctrines?

BRETHREN DO NOT WANT TO HEAR IT

Candidly speaking, brethren do not want to hear Bible lessons
which refute false doctrines and expose false teachers. Expressing what
very well might be the sentiments of most members of the church (the
most vocal and influential ones anyway), nescient of the Scriptures’
teachings and without temerity, self-aggrandized congregational
potentates boldly affirm: “We do not want controversial matters
brought into the pulpit or the classroom.” “We do not need (translate
that “want”) to hear negative preaching and teaching.” “We do not need
‘doctrinal sermons,’ instead preach ‘inspirational sermons,’ sermons
that ‘build us up’ and ‘make us feel good.’” “We do not want anyone
‘making waves’ here.” Unable to Scripturally justify “firing” a preacher
who is set for the defense of the Gospel (Phil. 1:7), one who contends
earnestly for the faith once delivered in God’s prescribed ways (Ju. 3),
the disgruntled brethren tell him: “We cannot disagree with what you
preach, we just don’t like the way you preach it.” Satan says “Thank
You” to those pusillanimous and compromising folks who do his
bidding and help his evil cause by standing in the way and thwarting
the efforts of those attempting to carry out God’s will. On Judgment
Day such poor deluded souls will see the error of their way, but then it
will be too late.

Elders, if you are guilty of holding to the thinking expressed in the
previous paragraph, you need to remember:

1. You are to feed and protect the sheep, not the wolves (Acts
20:28).



32 “They are Ravening Wolves”

2. You are to stop the mouths of the heretics, not those who are
declaring the whole counsel of God (Tit. 1:9-11).

3. You are going to be held accountable by God for the spiritual
welfare of your charges, i.e., the souls committed to your care
(Heb. 13:17).

Rather than seeking to do his own will or the will of the congregation
he serves, the first and most important priority of every elder must be
to do the Lord’s will.

Still, facing today’s reality, we must come to grips with the fact
that brethren, including entire elderships, are quick to strongly defend
and uphold false teachers and their false doctrines which will damn
men’s souls, and they are shamelessly just as quick to stand adamantly
opposed to any faithful preacher/teacher who attempts to expose false
teachers and their “damnable heresies” (2 Pet. 2:1). That was the
problem Paul ran into and that he addresses in 2 Corinthians 11:3-4.
Robinson and Vincent note that Paul’s wording in that passage is
“ironical.” Vincent goes on to explain that it means: “You gladly
endure these false teachers, why do you not endure me?”2

Nowadays, as it was in Paul’s day, we have our “sweet-spirited”
brethren who advocate “open-mindedness” and “tolerance” when it
comes to heretical preachers/teachers, every imaginable false doctrine
and every sin committed by men, however horrendous it might be. Yet,
these “sweet-spirited” brethren must have a Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
complex because their claws and fangs are readily seen as they are
transformed into mean-spirited, close-minded, intolerant “savage
wolves” (Acts 20:29, NKJV) the very instant a sound Gospel preacher
plainly proclaims what God’s Word says about false teachers and/or
false doctrines. They cannot stand that and like those who did not want
to hear what Stephen had to say, they stop their ears and cast him out
(Acts 7:57-58).

TIMES HAVE NOT CHANGED MUCH

Fortunately, at least in this country, sound Gospel preachers today
can speak out against false doctrines and false teachers without the fear
of being martyred like Stephen, all the apostles (except for John), and
untold numbers of the Lord’s disciples were in the first centuries of the
church’s establishment. God’s prophets throughout Old Testament
times suffered at the hands of their own people. Lamenting over
Jerusalem’s fate, Jesus said: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest
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the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often
would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth
her chickens under her wings, and ye would not” (Mt. 23:37, emphasis
added). Showing their hypocrisy to them, Jesus told the Jews:

Woe unto you! for ye build the sepulchres of the prophets, and
your fathers killed them. Truly ye bear witness that ye allow the
deeds of your fathers: for they indeed killed them, and ye build
their sepulchres. Therefore also said the wisdom of God, I will
send them prophets and apostles, and some of them they shall
slay and persecute: That the blood of all the prophets, which was
shed from the foundation of the world, may be required of this
generation; From the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias,
which perished between the altar and the temple: verily I say
unto you, It shall be required of this generation (Lk. 11:47-51,
emphasis added).

Ultimately, inconceivable as it is, the greatest and most significant of
all the prophets, Jesus Christ Himself would die as a result of the Jews
plotting to have Him killed, trumping up false charges against Him and
crying out to Pilate, “Crucify him, crucify him” (Jn. 19:6; cf. Deut.
18:15; Lk. 24:19).

Why would God’s prophets, even the Christ, be so treated by their
own people? Because His own people did not like God’s Word, i.e.,
what God was telling them through His prophets. When God’s prophet
would plead with them, “Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and
see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein,
and ye shall find rest for your souls,” their rebellious and belligerent
response was, “We will not walk therein” (Jer. 6:16).

Isaiah wrote more than 700 years before Christ, but what he said is
as current as today’s newspaper. Pointing out that the people of his day
did not want to hear and heed God’s Word, Isaiah penned: “That this
is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law
of the Lord: Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets,
Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things,
prophesy deceits” (Isa. 30:9-10). Compare that with Paul’s statement:
“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but
after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having
itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and
shall be turned unto fables” (2 Tim. 4:3-4, emphasis added).
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Except for the martyrdom, times really have not changed that much
since the days of the Old Testament and the early centuries of the New
Testament era. People still prefer the false teachers and their lies to the
teachers of God’s Word and its Truth. Or, as Jeremiah declared: “A
wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land; The prophets
prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and my
people love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof?” (Jer.
5:30-31, emphasis added).

WHAT WILL YE DO IN THE END THEREOF?

People can and do reject the Word of God, but they will not be able
to reject their judgment on Judgment Day. Inspiration reveals that false
prophets are a detriment, not a benefit, to themselves and to those who
are enamored by them. For example, God said:

I am against the prophets, saith the Lord, that steal my words
every one from his neighbour. Behold, I am against the prophets,
saith the Lord, that use their tongues, and say, He saith. Behold,
I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the Lord, and
do tell them, and cause my people to err by their lies, and by
their lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded them:
therefore they shall not profit this people at all, saith the Lord
(Jer. 23:30-32).

Profit is not made for the one who trades a little “ear tickling” by a
false teacher in the here and now for an eternity in torment. Judgment,
settling up day, is coming.

Mindlessly trusting false teachers when they are preaching “Peace,
peace; when there is no peace” (Jer. 6:14; 8:11) and swallowing “hook,
line and sinker” their empty promises of “liberty,” gullible brethren are
beguiled into believing that the broad way and the wide gate lead to
salvation, but that is the false teachers’ lie (Mt. 7:13-14). This is exactly
what Jesus was warning about in Matthew 7:15—“Beware of false
prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are
ravening wolves.” Brethren, false teachers are dangerous.

The eternal dangers posed by false prophets have eternal conse-
quences far beyond man’s ability to comprehend. These consequences
are applicable not only for the false teachers themselves, but also for all
those who believe their false doctrines. Peter explains: 

While they [false teachers] promise them [that hear them]
liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of
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whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.
For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through
the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are
again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse
with them than the beginning. For it had been better for them not
to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have
known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto
them. But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb,
The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was
washed to her wallowing in the mire (2 Pet. 2:19-22, emphasis
added).

Lost are the false teachers and lost are the ones who follow them is the
only conclusion that can be drawn from that passage. Both are lost
because both have rejected the Word of God. In so doing, they have
rejected God. Christ makes this clear, saying to His disciples: “He that
heareth you heareth me; and he that rejecteth you rejecteth me; and he
that rejecteth me rejecteth him that sent me” (Lk. 10:16, ASV).
Obvious is the connection Jesus is making between the words “heareth”
and “rejecteth.” Thus, His argument is: 1) If you reject the Word of
God spoken by one of the Lord’s disciples, you reject that disciple; 2)
If you reject the Lord’s disciple who speaks His Word, then you reject
the Christ; and, 3) If you reject the Christ, then you reject God the
Father. No one can be saved who does that.

Actually, when one refuses to hear the God’s Word, he rejects that
Word. Thereby, he not only rejects the one preaching it, he rejects the
Christ and God the Father. Ironically, those who reject God’s Word are
going to be judged by the very thing they have rejected. John 12:48-50
quotes Jesus saying:

He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that
judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge
him in the last day. For I have not spoken of myself; but the
Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I
should say, and what I should speak. And I know that his
commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore,
even as the Father said unto me, so I speak (emphasis added).

DO NOT BE MISLED BY THE SHEEP’S CLOTHING

Some wolf in sheep’s clothing may try to deceive you by saying
Matthew 7:15 does not apply to him—that he does not claim to be a
“prophet”—that he is only a preacher or teacher. Barnes belies such
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nonsense as that, saying: “The word prophet originally means one who
foretells future events. As prophets, however, were commonly regarded
as public instructors on the subject of religion, the word came to denote
all who were religious teachers (emphasis added)”3 Accordingly, the
word “prophet” in Matthew 7:15 justly pertains to elders, preachers,
Bible class teachers, teachers in schools of preaching, Christian
colleges and schools, as well as all others who are “religious teachers.”
Of course, this means anyone holding one or more of those positions
can be a wolf in sheep’s clothing.

A false teacher is dangerous because his teaching is false, it is not
of the Truth. John says: “[N]o lie is of the truth” (1 Jn. 2:21), and no lie
can save. Only God’s Word, the Truth, will make one free (Jn. 8:31-
32). Forcefully, Paul stressed that those who do not believe the Truth
of God’s Word, believing religious lies instead, will be damned
(2 Thess. 2:10-12). By wresting the Scriptures to their own destruction
(2 Pet. 3:16), false teachers pervert the Gospel of Christ and are
therefore accursed (Gal. 1:6-9), having “changed the truth of God into
a lie” (Rom. 1:25). Their sheep’s clothing here is that they teach a lot
of God’s Truth, but mix it with just enough fatal error to damn souls.

“Oh,” but says the wolf in sheep’s clothing, “I do not claim to have
divine inspiration as the prophets had to have in Jesus’ day”—implying
that he cannot be a false prophet. God’s prophets in Jesus’ day claimed
to preach and teach God’s Word (though it was imparted to them by the
direct operation of the Holy Spirit). What are the preachers and teachers
to do today? They are to preach the Word (2 Tim. 4:2), speak as the
oracles of God (1 Pet. 4:11) and, in so doing, they must abide only in
the doctrine of Christ (2 Jn. 9-11). Better equipt since that which is
perfect has come (1 Cor. 13:10), i.e., the complete New Testament in
written form, preachers and teachers are told “not to go beyond the
things which are written” (1Cor. 4:6, ASV) in what they preach and
teach.
The point is this. God’s prophets of old were to speak only God’s Word
(2 Pet. 1:21). Now, God’s Word is available in written form and it too
is inspired (2Tim. 3:16-17). What prophets spoke in olden times was
no more the Word of God than what we have in the sixty-six books of
the Bible. Just as false prophets could reject and deviate from God
Word back then (and they did), false teachers can reject and deviate
from God’s Word today (and they do). Will a wolf in sheep’s clothing
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tell people that what he is preaching and teaching is not God’s Word?
There goes his sheep’s clothing disguise if he does.

CONCLUSION

What a blessing it would be if men could see false teachers as God
does. He does not see them as they pretend to be—sweet, loving, kind,
harmless and pious. Pictured by the Savior, they are anything but that.
Wolves are not sweet, loving, kind, harmless and pious. If you think
that they are, ask a shepherd what a single wolf can do to a flock of
sheep. Ask him about the senseless death and senseless destruction
among the sheep that one wolf can cause.

I heard brother Foy E. Wallace, Jr. preach a sermon in which he
described how a wolf will approach a flock of sheep. He said the wolf
will begin to circle the flock while some distance away from it. As he
circles he comes in closer and closer. He looks away as if he is not at
all interested in the sheep. Being circled, the sheep have a tendency to
group themselves together. Still circling, the wolf begins to work
himself in among the sheep. Gently and carefully circling, causing no
disturbance among the sheep, the wolf keeps circling until he reaches
the center of the flock. All at once, the wolf begins ripping and tearing
not just one sheep but all of the sheep around him. He does not stop this
until whatever living sheep that remain have scattered beyond his
reach. Brethren, that is how a ravening wolf works and that is how God
sees a false teacher.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 Marvin R. Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament: The Epistles of Paul
(Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1977), 3:346.
3 Albert Barnes, Notes on the New Testment: Matthew and Mark (Grand
Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1966), 78.
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